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Hunbh Sbewing, © Job. F 679 


| Har thete are a great number of ſubtle Engineers abroad, 
| who under the Veil of Piety and Juſtice, inyenc falſe and 
ſcandalous. reports of the Government, and Chief Magi-”” 
- rates of the Kitigdom ; dayly labouring to imprine falſe ſuggeſtions 
in the hearts of their fellow Subje&s, with defign, by that means 
co put us together by the Ears, that they may once more make a 
ſcramble not for the Good but for the Goods of the Nation. | 
It is molt certain that there never was a violent attempe to make 
a change in Government, or to. force any thing from Goyernours, 
chat ever any gotany thing by it, bur ſuch as had nothing to looſe. 
By the very Conſtitution and Nature of all Monarchy$and Kingly 
Governtnents, Kings are at their Liberty to Call and Aﬀemble 
their Councils when they pleaſe ; and Parliaments aze no other, in 
England, than the Kings Great Council, 2d give themſelves no 
other name as yet : and at this time His Majelty hath been pleaſed 
' by Proclamation to {ignifie His Reſolutions of Proroguing the Par- 
liament; and upon an Addreſs being made unto Him for their Sit. 
ting, he did forbid the Agitating or Preſenting any more Pecitions 
to that purpole, yer nevertheleſs fome men amongſt us, with indefari- 
gable Induftry and om Cunning, perſuade others 'to joyn with 
chem ro defire that of the King which he hath declared againft, and 
in ſuch a manner too as he hath forbid, and therefore they can ex- 
pect no other then ro be again denyed : mark then what may be 
the Conſequence of this proceeding. There is nothing in the world 
more common than for one mian having made a requeſt unto ano- 
cher, though for ſo trivial a thing as itmarters not whether it be ob- 
rainedor no, yet if it be denyed, he that is ſo denyed will be dif- 
ny A plealed 


(2) 


' Pleaſed with the other for denying; and on the other ſide, we know 
that over much importuniry ſtirs up wrath : may not then this ſort of 
proceeding beget an enmity berween the King and His people, and 
when that hath happened, ir hath often ſo fallen our, chat they have 
not been reconciled till experience hath diſcovered that a Kingdom 
divided againlt it ſelf cannot ſtand ; It looks: like a Deviliſh Art to 
drill the Nation into Rebellion; and it is not unlikely bur thar the 
next thing when the Subſcriptions are finiſhe, will be to perſuade the 
people to require that with their Arms which chey have Petitioned 
for with their Hands; or that theſe men that are thus irregularly 
violent for the Parliaments Sitting againſt the Kings will, may be as 
active, in caſe they ſhould Sit, to abert and affiſt them ro Act what 
they think fic, be it right or wrong, and that it is not impoſlible for 
Parliaments to do ill things, there be roo many preſidents. 
There is nothing more dangerous to manage, or more doubtful 
in event, than to bring in changgs and alterations in the form and 
nature of Government, it is as dangerous as to remove the Founda- 
tion of a Houſe, in doing whereof the whole Building will be 
ſhaken, and beſides the danger of falling, it will receive more hurt 
by ſhaking, than it doth good by the new Reparation, to attempr 
to force the King to call a Parliament againft his will, is an.attempec 
to change the very Nature and Foundation of the Goyernment, for 
| hitherto Parliaments were to Sit when the King pleaſed, bur now 
ſome would haye itchar they muſt Sit when ſome of the people 
pleaſe. Arguis ſub herba Latet, there's a Snake in the Graſs, ſomthing 
15 to be feared lies hid, not apparent to every Eye, elle. whats the 
matter wich us, is any mans Lawful Liberty reſtrained ? Is any mans 
Property #nvaded? ls the Proteſtanr Religion any ways injured by 
the Government? Bur zealouily Aflerted and Protected, are there 
not Laws ſufficient, in a ſhort time, utterly to root out Popery from 
amongſt us, to ſay truth our caulelels jealouſies and fears, the old 
bane of the Nation, are our chief grievances : do we fear the French 
Invading us, let us Arm our ſelves with relolution againſt he comes, 
ſtoutly to repel him, but do not letus do his work for him before 
he comes, by cutting our own Throats. There is no deſtruction fo 
oreat as when we deſtroy our ſelves, nor no greater incouragement 
and temptation toan Enemy than to ſee us at variance. The Ro- 
mans attained to their great Empire by the Diflenſtons and Civil- 
Wars which they cunningly fomented amongſt their Neighbours ; 
rather than by force of their Arms ; and they* themſelves again fell 
toruin by the ſame means. The Conteſt between King Haro/dand 
his Brother Tonſtain, did much facilitate che Norman Conqueſt. It 
were a great deal more plauſible to ſee a Petition to His Majeſty for 
leave to invade this great Bugbear the French King, than that that's 
now on Foot, perhaps the ratling of ſucha Role of Parchment mighr 
have 
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C79 Ee. 
have frightned all his Hobby-Horſes into Germany, or ſome other 
more remote Country. St NR | © 2IIL | 

If che Series and Courſe of Government muſt be changed every _ 
time a Diſcontented or Diflenting- party think fir, there will never 
be any ſettlement, for it is impoſlible there ſhould: be-fuch Laws as 
' . will pleaſe all; this Sect is for one Form of Worfhip and Govern- 
ment, the other for another, the third for a"third; andialtche-reft of 
each ſeveral Set (wherewith'we too much abound)-39' for a-by- 
way by it ſelf : the Drunkards like not thoſe Laws which reftrazja 
their Tipling, the Laſcivious men -are for Communiry of women; 
the Idle and Laſie that are poor and will no& Eabour, 'they' are for | 
Levelling : - the Bravoes would have-no: man Hanged'for geniiley 
borrowing a Sum upon the Road ; the vain Extravagane who hach 
waſted his Eſtate in Rior, he is for a year of: Fubile, a Reaſumcion 
_ of his Eſtate, and Releaſe from his Debts :'#2' is bur the Good only 
that are pleaſed with Good Laws, 'and fuchforrof men are-northe 
greater number in all Nations : Therefore to preventcthe unrealo- 
nable deſires of unreaſonable men, there everwere Reſtraints upoq 
men in all well Ordered Common. Wealths touching; Petitions, | even 
in thoſe States where the Government was moſt Popular : when 
Rome was a Popular State, none were permitted upon pain of death 
to preſent any Petition to the State without the privity and conſent 
of the Senate, and this had the reputation of the moſt neceſſary Law 
that could be, the like Rule is now obſerved in that Ancient and 
Flouriſhing State of Yenice : which ſort of Government many have 
an acking Tooth after, and would like enough have an acking 
Heart if they had it; there it is not permitted that any preſent any 
Petition or Requeſt, unto the Senate, withour the advice of the 
Council of Sages. A notable cuſtoma it was that was amongſt the 
Locrefians that he that would preſent any Petition or Requeſt ro 
have it paſs into a Law, was conſtrained ro move it with a Rope 
about his Neck, wherewith he was upon the place to be ſtrangled it 
he failed to prove the Law by Kim moved for to be profirable for the 
people, ſo dangerous, was Innovation, and Novelty of Laws and 
Liberty, for all forts of people to meddle with che Government. 
Lookt upon amongſt the Antients, whole examples we ought to fol- 
low in things of good ſucceſs how unjuſtifiable and irregular, then 
is the courſe now practiſed in procuring Subſcriptions to Petitions, 
as if every ordinary man that's hardly able to write hiSame, were 
able to judg when it is neceſſary for a Parliament co fir, and when 
not : bur ſince whars paſt cannot be recalled, this Petitioner humbly 
defires thoſe that were ſeduced to Subſcribe the Preſumtive Petition, 
to proceed no further, it is no diſgrace to defift upon perſcagging 
the evil, Humanum eſt erare ſed in errore perſeverare bellumum eſt. 
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Sometimes to Err may be the fault &th beſt, 
In faults to perſevere belongs but to a beaſt. 


For your own ſelves ſake (dear Fellow Cittizens and Country 
men) let us enjoy Peace while we may, violent Remedies ſhould 
be applyed but to deſperate Diſeaſes, , and then only whea there is 
no other hopes left. It concerns us :very narrowly to look abour us 
that we be not ſeduced to work. our own ruin by men who; have no 
other hopes to enrich themſelves but by fiſhing in troubled warers. 
A Civil-War is the greateſt miſery that can befal a Nation. Oh! 
What bloudy Maſacres it produceth, cruel Revengings, . ExaCtions; 
Robberies, Rapes, Depopulating of Cities, and Burning of Towns ? 
Infinite and unexprefſible are the Calamities and Miſeries which 

roceed from Rebellion, a word is enough to the wiſe, but though 
you Bray a Fool or a Factious man in a Morter, yet will they not for- 
fake their Folly : Therefore the Petitioner concludes with aScri- 
pture Phraſe, which will certainly influence men of Religion. | If 
it be poſdhle as much as lyeth in you live peaceably with all men, Rom.xi1.18. 
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